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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 



Selected Passages of a Life Story 



Early life and Education 

I, the lowly Abbas Sarigat Dudhalwi, son of Adam Sarigat Dudhalwi (d. 2008), emerged into 
the world on Shawwal 29, 1376, corresponding to May 29, 1957. Coincidentally, it was this 
very year that Shaykh al-Islam Mawlana Husain Ahmad Madani passed away. I began my 
elementary Islamic education on June 20, 1963, at the tender age of six. My esteemed late 
father enrolled me in the Fayd al-Islam, Dudhal institute for this, entrusting me to the many 



great luminaries there, including Mawlana Ayyub Gori, Hafiz Muhammad Amin, Hafiz 
Hakeem Ghulam Nabi, and most notably, the saint of his era, Mawlana Ishaq, may Allah 
have mercy on them all. Of the respected teachers mentioned, Mawlana Ishaq especially 
struck me as someone who was a wali of Allah in the truest sense. He was extremely 
particular about his prayers and fasts, and was and embodiment of the sunnah in each and 
every action. On top of that, he led an extremely simple and ascetic life. 

Upon completing my nazira, the initial reading of the Quran, my teachers advised me to 
continue my studies at Darul Uloom Falah al-Darayn. The esteemed, yet imposing principal, 
Mawlana Abdullah Kapawdari, assigned the task of conducting my entrance exam to Hafiz 
Ghulam Rasul. My examiner commissioned me with the task of memorizing the second ruku' 
(passage) of Surah Saffat. With the help of Allah, I was able to quickly memorize and recite 
the ruku'. I was then admitted to the institute, and my food and lodging were also arranged. 
This process was greatly facilitated by Mawlana Adam Patel, who generously offered himself 
and always remained extremely kind and nurturing. Unfortunately however, just as one's 
sustenance is already predetermined, the amount of knowledge one gains is also fixed. Fate 
had it that I was not to stay there, and I returned home after a short while. 

Despite this minor hurdle, I resolved to continue studying, and after a brief hiatus, I enrolled 
in the famous Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya in Randair, Gujrat, India after the Eid al-Adha 
holidays. I began my hifz (memorization of the Quran) under Qari Ramadan Randairi, and I 
completed my hifz under Hafiz Ya'qub Luharvi in 1973. At this very institute, I enrolled in 
the 'alimmiyyah course after completing my hifz, and I remained there for the tenure of my 





Teachers 



Of the respected teachers I benefited from during the course of my study are: 



1) Maulana Ahmad Ashraf Randairi - The principal of Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya. 
Maulana Ahmad Ashraf was a prominent student of Mawlana Anwar Shah Kashmiri. 
He had the honor of reciting the 'ibarah (text) during Mawlana Anwar Shah's lessons 
on Sahih al-Bukhari. 

During my study, Mawlana Ahmad Ashraf always remained especially kind and caring 
towards me. I was privileged to study the Muwatta of Imam Muhammad with him. 
He also granted me permission to narrate hadith from him (ijazah). 

2) Shaykh al-Hadith Mawlana Muhammad Rida Ajmeri (d. 1994) 

3) Mawlana Abdul Ghani Kawi (d. 1987), a teacher of hadith. 

4) Mawlana Hakeem Abu Shifa (d. 1990), also a teacher of hadith, 

5) Mawlana Muhammad, a teacher of hadith. Currently teaching at Darul Uloom Matli 
Wala, Baroch, India 

6) Mawlana Ya'qub 'Isa (d. 2013), a teacher of hadith. 

7) Mawlana Muhyiddin (d. circa 1996) 

8) Mawlana Rajab 

9) Mawlana Yusuf Budhanya, currently residing in Toronto, Canada 

10) Mawlana Qasim Karmalwi, currently teaching in Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya 



In the field of tajweed, I benefited from: 

• Qari Muhammad Karodia, Reunion 

• Qari Ayyub Madani Randairi, America 

• Qari Ajmeri Ankarodi 

• Qari Ahmad Samirodi, London 

• And the late Qari Ismail, may Allah have mercy on him 
Post-Graduate Academic Pursuits 

After completing my formal studies in 1981, 1 initially intended on pursuing higher studies at 
Darul Uloom Deoband. However, after briefly assessing the state of affairs in Deoband and 
the disagreeable: circumstances that had temporarily arisen there, I redirected myself to Darul 
Uloom Nadwatul Ulama in Lucknow, India. I remained in Nadwatul Ulama for four years, 
benefitting from 28 teachers during the course of my stay there. I am honored to say that 
each and every teacher I studied with was no less than a master and authority in their 
respective field. 
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Thereafter, in 1985, 1 returned to my Alma matter, Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya, where I taught 
for following six years, up till 1990. In 1991, 1 moved to South Africa, where I began serving 
the fields of Adah (Arabic literature) and Hadith at Darul Uloom Zakariyya, up till present 
(twenty-two years). I pray that Allah continue to keep me engaged in teaching Quran and 
Hadith. 

Family and Extracurricular Activities 

Allah has also blessed me with amazing children, four sons and one daughter. By the grace of 
Allah, all four sons have memorized the Qur'an, and my one daughter has completed a five- 
year alimah course. On top of all that, I've also been blessed with an extremely dedicated, 
dutiful wife, always accommodating and supportive of my activities. Through her help and 
support, I've had the honor of hosting and serving numerous 'ulama, both from within 
Africa and outside Africa, pious people, and other guests. I've also been able to serve the 
countless students who routinely visit. 

After finishing my memorization the Quran, I led the taraweeh prayer during Ramadan in a 
village near the well-known town of Nosari, Gujarat, India for four consecutive years. For 
the next fourteen years, I led taraweeh in a little village called Murkawada near the town of 
Ratnagari in Maharashtra, India. After moving to South Africa, I began leading taraweeh in 
the town of Kimberly, South Africa, where I have remained leading for the past twenty-two 
years. In total, I have alhamdulillah continually led taraweeh for the past forty years. I pray 
that Allah allow me to continue doing so, and that He accept this from me. 

By the grace of Allah, I have always been an avid traveler, and I have had the opportunity to 
tour a total of fourteen different countries for educational programs and for the sake of 
da'wah and tabligh (propagation and dissemination of faith). I've also been blessed to have 
visited the Haramayn Sharifayn (Sanctuaries in the Holy cities of Makkah and Madinah, Saudi 
Arabia) a total of three times. My first trip was during my first Hajj in 1997. Thereafter, I 
made a three-week 'Umrah trip in 2001, which I followed with a second Hajj a decade later in 
2010. 

Teaching Career and Supplemental Reading 

Throughout the past 28 years in which I've been teaching, I've taught majority of the books 
of the celebrated Dars Nizami curriculum. For years, I taught the second volume of Mishkat 
al-Masahih, both in Randair and in South Africa. Through the course of my teaching of 



Mishkat, I've consulted and studied numerous commentaries of the work, as well as other 
related topical works including: 

• Mirqat al-Mafatih by Mulla Ali Qari 

• Ta'leeq as-Sabeeh by Mawlana Idris Kandhlawi 

• Tarjuman Sunnah by Mawlana Badr 'Alam Mirathi 

• Ashrat Saa'ah by Mawlana Yusuf bin Abdullah al Wabil 

• At-Tasreeh bima Tawatara fi Nuzul as-Masib by Shaykh Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah 

• Al-Bidayah wa an-Nibayah by 'Allamah 'Imad ad-Deen ibn Kathir - consulted in 
reference to the Tarikb (history) chapter and to verify certain historical events. 

• Mazabir Haqq Qadim (Urdu translation) by Nawab Qutbuddin Khan 

• Mazabir Haqq Jadid by Mawlana Abdullah Ghazipuri 

• And numerous other works on the topics of Fitan (tribulations) and Manaqib (merits 
of people and places). 

Through the course of teaching the second volume of Sahih Muslim, I've studied the greater 
portion of Takmila Fath al-Mulhim by Hazrat Mufti Taqi 'Uthmani. And through teaching 
the first volume of Imam Tahawi's Sbarb Ma'aani al-Athar, for the sake of citing the favor of 
Allah on me {tabdith bi an-ni'mah), I divulge that I've been fortuned to study many additional 
works, including 

• Amani alAthar by Hazrat-Ji Mawlana Yusuf Kandhalwi 

• Tubfa al-Alma'i by Mufti Saeed Palanpuri 

• Rahmatulli al-Wasi'a (third volume) by Mufti Saeed Palanpuri 

• Ad-Durr al-Mandud 'ala Sunan Abi Dawud by Mawlana Muhammad Aqil 

• Idab al-Bukbari by Shaykh al-Hadith Mawlana Zakariyya Kandhalwi 

• In 'aam al-Bari by Mufti Taqi Usmani 

• Via as-Sunan by Mawlana Zafar Ahmad Uthmani 

• Nukbab al-Fikr by Allamah Badr ad-Deen ' Ayni 

• Fadl al-Bari by Mawlana Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani 

• And many others 

Of the above, I especially benefited from Mawlana Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani's Fadl al-Bari, 
particularly the chapter on the leftover water of dogs, and the chapter on a man doing wudu 
with the leftover water of a woman. In both of these chapters, Allamah 'Uthmani truly 
exhibits his astounding, penetrating wisdom through his insightful discussion and the 



intricate points he extracts. He displays that he is truly the inheritor and interpreter of the 
wisdom of Mawlana Qasim Nanotwi (may Allah have mercy on him). 

In the field of Adab (Arabic literature), I've both studied and taught numerous books, 
including Maqamat al-Hariri, Mukhtaraat, Nafhah al-Arab, and others. From the initial years 
of the Dars Nizami course, I've taught several books including Asan Nabw, Asan Sarf, Qasas 
an-Nabiyyin, Qira'ab ar-Rasbidab, etc. Year after year, I continue to teach the first year 
students Asan Qa'idab in the field of Arabic grammer. I also consistently teach Balaghab al- 
Wadihah to the fifth year students. 

Through the sheer grace of Allah, I've been blessed with a lifelong love of books and a keen 
passion for reading, both in Urdu and Arabic. Of Urdu books, I particularly enjoy the works 
of: 

• Qan Muhammad Tayyib 

• Mawlana Sayyid Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi - particularly Tarikb Da'wat wa Azimat, of 
which I've read the entire series. I also enjoyed Urooj wa Zawal, and Nabi Rahmat, 
which I read in just a few sittings. 

• Mawlana Abdul Majid Daryabadi 

• Mawlana Munazir Ahsan Gailani, particularly Tadwin al-Hadith, an-Nabi al-Khatam, 
Sawanib Abu Dhar Ghifari, and Maqalaat Ibsani. 

• Mawlana Mufti Taqi Uthmani - most of his Urdu works, of which I particularly 
enjoyed Jaban Didab, Dunya Mere Ageb, Safar dar Safar, and Dbikr wa Fikr. 

Of Arabic books, I especially enjoy the works of: 

• Dr. Abdur Rahman Rafat Basha, particularly Suwar min Haya as-Sababah (Stories from 
the lives of the Sahabah) and Suwar min Haya at-Tabieen (Stories from the lives of the 
Tabieen) 

• Shaykh Ali Tantawi, particularly Rijal min Tarikb (Historical Figures), Qasas min 
Tarikb (Historical Narratives), and Hadith ma'a an-Nas (Conversations with People) 

• Shaykh Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah, particularly Safhat min Sabr al-Ulama (Pages on 
the Patience of Scholars), Qimah az-Zaman 'inda al-'Ulama (The Value Scholars gave 
to Time), Risalah al-Mustarsbideen (Essay for those Seeking Guidance), and his ta'leeqat 
(footnotes) on various works. 

• Shaykh Ahmad Amin Misri, particular his autobiography Hayati (My Life) 



• Dr. Mustafa Siba'i, particularly 'Uzamauna fi at-Tarikh, Makana al-Mar'a fi al-Islam 
(The Status of Women in Islam), and as-Sunnah wa Makanatuha at-Tashri'i (The Legal 
Status of the Sunnah) 

From my earliest days, I've had great admiration for Hakim al-Islam Mawlana Qari Tayyib. 
However, regrettably, due to distance, my young age during his life, and numerous other 
impending conditions, I was unfortunately never able to benefit from him. I was actually 
intent on going to Darul Uloom Deoband after formally graduating from Darul Uloom 
Ashrafiyya, however my resolve began to weaken after seeing all the unrest in Deoband 
during this period of 1981-1982. Moreover, whatever flicker of aspiration I still had 
completely dissolved when Qari Tayyib passed away during this very time. 

"Alas, man is not able to achieve everything he desires" 
Distinguished Personalities whom I've met 

I have had the great fortune of meeting many luminaries during the course of my stay in 
Randair, Lucknow, and South Africa, the likes of which include: 

• Hakim al-Islam Mawlana Qari Muhammad Tayyib (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Hazrat-Ji Mawlana In'aam al-Hasan (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Habibur Rahman Azmi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Minatullah Rahmani (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Sa'eed Ahmad Khan (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• The faqih and Grand Mufti of India, Mufti Abdur Raheem Lajpuri (Allah's mercy be 
upon him) 

• Mawlana Abrarul Haq Hawdawi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• The sage of Islam, Mawlana Sayyid Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi (Allah's mercy be upon 
him) 

• Mawlana Omar Palanpuri (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Ubaydullah Balyawi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Qadi Mujahidul Islam Qasmi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Maseehullah Khan Jalalabadi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Qari Siddiq Bandawi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Mufti ' Ashiq Ilahi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 



• Mawlana Mujibullah Azam Gadhi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Sa'eed Ahmad Buzrug (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Sayyid As'ad Madam (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Mufti Mahmud al-Hasan Gangohi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Ghulam Rasul Bawsadi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Sa'eed Ahmad Randairi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Ahmad Ashraf Randairi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Shaykh Ahmadullah Randairi (Allah's mercy be upon him) 

• Mawlana Shaykh Yunus Jaunpuri (may Allah lengthen his life) 

• Mawlana Talha Kandhalwi, son of Shaykh al-Hadith Mawlana Zakariyya Kandhalwi 

• Mawlana Mufti Muhammad Rafi' Uthmani 

• Shaykh Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah 

• Mawlana Muhammad Aqil 

• Mawlana Sulaiman Mazahiri 

• Mawlana Mufti Muhammad Taqi Uthmani 

• Mawlana Saleemullah Khan 

• Shaykh Muhammad Awwamah 

• Several of the Imams of the Haramain 

Compilation of these Pages and Future Plans for this Work 

Beginning on a Friday, from the 20 th of September to the 24 th of September, 2013, there was a 
convention (ijtima'J for 'ulama and veterans of the effort of da'wah and tabligh (propagation 
and dissemination of faith) at Darul Uloom Zakariyya, in which we were graced by the 
presence of chief guest Mawlana Ahmad Laat of Nizamuddin, India. To accommodate the 
ijtima', classes were cancelled. Seizing the opportunity, I sat down and prepared these few 
pages which now sit in front you. 

Though there may be many more stories to narrate and details to account, I only reluctantly 
put my pen to paper began these few pages in brief after continued requests from Mawlana 
Abdullah Bathiya, the son of our respected Hafiz Bashir, and also and untiring persistence of 
my dear son, Moulwi Qari Muhammad Tayyib, and his sister. 

In addition to my passion for reading, I also have the habit of making written memo of any 
noteworthy quotations I hear or interesting things I experience. The pages of these diaries 
now number well into the hundreds, and I ardently long for and eagerly await the day in 
which these diaries, now only in manuscript form, can be published. 



From the earliest days of my studies, I enthusiastically and regularly participated in speech 
clubs (anjuman), from which I acquired a bit of skill in public speaking. I also make it a point 
to speak whenever necessary. I draw assistance for my speeches whenever necessary primarily 
from Imam Ghazali's Ihya 'Uloom ad-Deen and Bidaya al-Hidaya, Kamya Saaadat, and the 
speeches of well-known public speakers. I also draw assistance from the works of Shah 
Wasiullah, and for Tafsir, I usually draw assistance from Tafsir Uthmani and Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 

I'm presently going through the works of Mawlana Khalid Saifullah, and currently three of 
his books sit on my coffee table: Rah Amal, Islam Aur Jadid Fikri Masail, and Deeni wa Asri 
Darsgai Ta'leemi Masail. 

These pages have actually been prepared for those dear friends whom I have taught and 
interacted with over the past 23 years. Hopefully this will also be of some benefit to those 
who regularly visit Darul Uloom Zakariyya's website. These few pages actually form 
somewhat of an outline (matn), for which, if Allah gives me life, I hope to provide a 
commentary (sharh) for and furnish with detail in the future. 

Future plans for this work include a memoir of my time in Nadwatul Ulama and profiles of 
the teachers there, additional details on some of the well-known individuals mentioned above, 
and a detailed account of my travels through the fourteen countries which I've visited (this 
has actually already been written and only requires to be compiled together). I also intend to 
include details on a few of the more prominent of my students who have gone to serve Islam 
and earn a good name for themselves, my practices and devotions during the holy month of 
Ramadan, how to prepare and deliver class lessons, selected lessons of certain books that I've 
taught, particularly the second volume of Miskhat al-Masabih, and commentary of certain 
important hadkh therein. I also would like to include an account of my correspondences and 
the advices of my shaykh, Anfbillah Mawlana Hakeem Akhtar (Allah's mercy be upon him), 
details of the various marakiz (da'wah centers) of India and an account of the various 'ulama 
whom I've met there and how they affected me, the advices I've heard from various pious 
people throughout the ijtimas (conventions) I've attended, my participation in annual 
graduation seminars (jalsas) , the guest scholars who have attended and what I've benefited 
from them, etc. Just like this, there are countless other things that I would like to include. As 
for now, I've prepared these brief pages for those dear friends mentioned above. It is my 
dream and ardent hope that these aspirations will be realized and one day see press. 
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Finally, I conclude by requesting all readers to pray for my knowledge (Urn), the 
implementation of my knowledge ('amal), and that I live a healthy, blessed, pure life, full of 
taqwa (fear of Allah), and also that my soul is taken in the best state. 



Abbas bin Adam Sarigat, Darul Uloom Zakariyya, (011-859-1809 / 084 213 4799) 



